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February 11, 2016

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 11, 2016, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct an executive
business meeting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 11, 2016, at 2:30
p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND

FEDERAL MANAGEMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Regulatory Affairs and
Federal Management of the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 11, 2016, at 9:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Examining
Agency Discretion in Setting and En-
forcing Regulatory Fines and Pen-
alties.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my Marine
Corps fellow, Capt. Matt Dalton, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of this legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to the
en bloc consideration of the following
nominations under the Privileged sec-
tion of the Executive Calendar: PN1039,
PN1040.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Morton H. Halperin, of the
District of Columbia, to be a Member
of the Board of Directors of the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation for a term
of two years; and Michael O. Johanns,
of Nebraska, to be a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation for a term of
three years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is, Will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the Halperin
and Johanns nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate; that no fur-
ther motions be in order to the nomi-
nations; that any related statements
be printed in the Record; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of all
nominations on the Secretary’s desk in
the Foreign Service; that the nomina-
tions be confirmed; that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions
be in order; that any statements re-
lated to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion and the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S

DESK
IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE

PN573-5 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of
Christopher Nairn Steel, which was received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 10, 2015.

PN830 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations
(28) beginning Christopher Alexander, and
ending Tipten Troidl, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of September 10,
2015.

PN1085 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations
(193) beginning Virginia Lynn Bennett, and
ending Susan M. Cleary, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of January 19, 2016.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

TO ALLOW THE MIAMI TRIBE OF
OKLAHOMA TO LEASE OR
TRANSFER CERTAIN LANDS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 349, H.R. 487.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
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A Dbill (H.R. 487) to allow the Miami Tribe
of Oklahoma to lease or transfer certain
lands.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 487) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——————

CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT
OF IRAN TO FULFILL ITS PROM-
ISES OF ASSISTANCE IN THE
CASE OF ROBERT LEVINSON

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 365, S. Res. 99.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 99) calling on the
Government of Iran to fulfill its promises of
assistance in the case of Robert Levinson,
the longest held United States civilian in our
Nation’s history.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble and an amendment to the
title.

(Strike out all after the resolving
clause and insert the part printed in
italic.)

(Strike the preamble and insert the
part printed in italic.)

S. REs. 99

Whereas United States citizen Robert
Levinson is a retired agent of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI), a resident of Coral
Springs, Florida, the husband of Christine
Levinson, and father of their seven children;

Whereas Robert Levinson traveled from
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to Kish Island,
Iran, on March 8, 2007;

Whereas, after traveling to Kish Island and
checking into the Hotel Maryam, Robert
Levinson disappeared on Mavrch 9, 2007;

Whereas, in December 2007, Robert Levinson’s
wife, Christine, traveled to Kish Island to re-
trace Mr. Levinson’s steps and met with officials
of the Government of Iran who pledged to help
in the investigation,

Whereas, for more than eight years, the
United States Government has continually
pressed the Government of Iran to provide any
information on the whereabouts of Robert
Levinson and to help ensure his prompt and
safe return to his family;

Whereas officials of the Government of Iran
promised their continued assistance to the rel-
atives of Robert Levinson during the visit of the
family to the Islamic Republic of Iran in Decem-
ber 2007;

Whereas, in November 2010, the Levinson fam-
ily received a video of Mr. Levinson in captivity,
representing the first proof of life since his dis-
appearance and providing some initial indica-
tions that he was being held somewhere in
southwest Asia;
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Whereas, in April 2011, the Levinson family
received a series of pictures of Mr. Levinson,
which provided further indications that he was
being held somewhere in southwest Asia;

Whereas Secretary of State John Kerry stated
on August 28, 2013, ‘‘“The United States respect-
fully asks the Government of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran to work cooperatively with us in our
efforts to help U.S. citizen Robert Levinson.’’;

Whereas, on September 28, 2013, during the
first direct phone conversation between the
heads of governments of the United States and
Iran since 1979, President Barack Obama raised
the case of Robert Levinson to President of Iran
Hassan Rouhani and wurged the President of
Iran to help locate Mr. Levinson and reunite
him with his family;

Whereas, on August 29, 2014, Secretary of
State Kerry again stated that the United States
“respectfully request[s] the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran work cooperatively
with us to find Mr. Levinson and bring him
home’’;

Whereas, on July 14, 2015, the Governments of
the United States, the United Kingdom, France,
Russia, China, Germany, and Iran agreed to the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action;

Whereas, on January 16, 2016, the Government
of Iran released five United States citizens de-
tained in Iran, Jason Rezaian of California,
Saeed Abedini of Idaho, Amir Mirzaei Hekmati
of Michigan, Matthew Trevithick of Massachu-
setts, and Nosratollah Khosravi-Roodsari;

Whereas, on January 17, 2016, President
Obama stated that ‘‘even as we rejoice in the
safe return of others, we will never forget about
Bob,”” referring to Robert Levinson, and that
“‘each and every day but especially today our
hearts are with the Levinson family and we will
never rest until their family is whole again’’;

Whereas, on January 19, 2016, White House
Press Secretary Josh Earnest stated that the
United States Government had ‘‘secured a com-
mitment from the Iranians to use the channel
that has now been opened to secure the release
of those individuals that we know were being
held by Iran. . .to try and gather information
about Mr. Levinson’s possible whereabouts’’;

Whereas, on November 26, 2013, Mr. Levinson
became the longest held United States civilian in
our Nation’s history; and

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investigation
has announced a $5,000,000 reward for informa-
tion leading to Mr. Levinson’s safe return: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved,

That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that Robert Levinson is the
longest held United States civilian in our Na-
tion’s history;

(2) notes the repeated pledges by and renewed
commitment of officials of the Government of
Iran to provide their Government’s assistance in
the case of Robert Levinson;

(3) urges the Govermment of Iran, as a hu-
manitarian gesture, to act on its promises to as-
sist in the case of Robert Levinson and to imme-
diately provide all available information from
all entities of the Government of Iran regarding
the disappearance of Robert Levinson to the
United States Government;

(4) urges the President and the allies of the
United States to continue to raise with officials
of the Government of Iran the case of Robert
Levinson at every opportunity, notwithstanding
ongoing and serious disagreements the United
States Government has with the Government of
Iran on a broad array of issues, including Iran’s
ballistic missile program, sponsorship of inter-
national terrorism, and human rights abuses;
and

(5) expresses sympathy to the family of Robert
Levinson for their anguish and expresses hope
that their ordeal can be brought to an end in
the near future.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
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amendment to the resolution be agreed
to; the resolution, as amended, be
agreed to; the committee-reported
amendment to the preamble be agreed
to; the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to; that the committee-reported
title amendment be agreed to; and that
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res. 99), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble in the nature of a sub-
stitute was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

The committee-reported title amend-
ment was agreed to, as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A resolu-
tion calling on the Government of Iran to
follow through on repeated promises of as-
sistance in the case of Robert Levinson, the
longest held United States civilian in our
Nation’s history.”.

amended, was

———

RECOGNIZING CONNECTICUT’S
SUBMARINE CENTURY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. Res. 298 and the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 298) recognizing Con-
necticut’s Submarine Century, the 100th an-
niversary of the establishment of Naval Sub-
marine Base New London, and Connecticut’s
historic role in supporting the undersea ca-
pabilities of the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask that the Senate proceed to vote on
adoption of the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the question is on
agreeing to the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Blumenthal amendment, which is at
the desk, be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3306) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make technical corrections in
the preamble)

In the second whereas clause in the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘donated land and provided
funding’’ and insert ‘‘gifted land’’.

In the ninth whereas clause in the pre-
amble, strike “Warfare” and insert
“Warfighting”’.

In the twelfth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘‘historic ship Nautilus” and
insert ‘‘Historic Ship NAUTILUS (SSN 571).

298) was
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Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I fi-
nally ask unanimous consent that the
preamble, as amended, be agreed to and
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble, as amended,
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, reads as follows:

S. RES. 298

Whereas, on March 2, 1867, Congress en-
acted a naval appropriations Act that au-
thorized the Secretary of the Navy to ‘‘re-
ceive and accept a deed of gift, when offered
by the State of Connecticut, of a tract of
land with not less than one mile of shore
front on the Thames River near New London,
Connecticut, to be held by the United States
for naval purposes’’;

Whereas the people of Connecticut and the
towns and cities in the southeastern region
of Connecticut subsequently gifted land to
establish a military installation to fulfil the
Nation’s need for a naval facility on the At-
lantic coast;

Whereas, on April 11, 1868, the Navy accept-
ed the deed of gift of land from Connecticut
to establish a naval yard and storage depot
along the eastern shore of the Thames River
in Groton, Connecticut;

Whereas, between 1868 and 1912, the New
London Navy Yard supported a diverse range
of missions, including berthing inactive Civil
War era ironclad warships and serving as a
coaling station for refueling naval ships
traveling in New England waters;

Whereas Congress rejected the Navy’s pro-
posal to close New London Navy Yard in 1912,
following an impassioned effort by Congress-
man Edwin W. Higgins, who stated that this
‘“‘action proposed is not only unjust but un-
reasonable and unsound as a military propo-
sition’’;

Whereas the outbreak of World War I and
the enemy use of submarines to sink allied
military and civilian ships in the Atlantic
sparked a new focus on developing submarine
capabilities in the United States;

Whereas October 18, 1915, marked the ar-
rival at the New London Navy Yard of the
submarines G-1, G-2, and G—4 under the care
of the tender USS OZARK, soon followed by
the arrival of submarines E-1, D-1, and D-3
under the care of the tender USS TONOPAH,
and on November 1, 1915, the arrival of the
first ship built as a submarine tender, the
USS FULTON (AS-1);

Whereas, on June 21, 1916, Commander
Yeates Stirling assumed the command of the
newly designated Naval Submarine Base New
London, the New London Submarine Flo-
tilla, and the Submarine School;

Whereas in the 100 years since the arrival
of the first submarines to the base, Naval
Submarine Base New London has grown to
occupy more than 680 acres along the east
side of the Thames River, with more than 160
major facilities, 15 nuclear submarines, and
more than 70 tenant commands and activi-
ties, including the Submarine Learning Cen-
ter, Naval Submarine School, the Naval Sub-
marine Medical Research Laboratory, the
Naval Undersea Medical Institute, and the
newly established Undersea Warfighting De-
velopment Center;

Whereas in addition to being the site of the
first submarine base in the United States,
Connecticut was home to the foremost sub-
marine manufacturers of the time, the Lake
Torpedo Boat Company in Bridgeport and
the Electric Boat Company in Groton, which
later became General Dynamics Electric
Boat;

was
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